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1. A new seismic wave model for
northeastern India enhances
earthquake-resistant building planning

Scientists at the Northeast Institute of

Scientific and Technological Research, part of
India's Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, have developed a novel seismic
wave propagation model that precisely describes how Lg waves (high-energy,
high-frequency seismic waves responsible for the most severe surface damage during
earthquakes) attenuate within the highly active crust of northeastern India. Over the
past century, the region has experienced approximately 20 major earthquakes,
including two catastrophic events exceeding magnitude 8.0. Utilizing a regional
high-sensitivity broadband seismic monitoring network, the research team analyzed
data from 30 earthquakes with magnitudes between 3.1 and 4.6 between 2007 and
2012, tracking Lg wave amplitude attenuation along 120 distinct underground paths
spanning up to 600 kilometers. The study revealed that the northeastern Indian crust is
fragmented and structurally complex, exhibiting low average crustal quality factors
and pronounced frequency dependence — characteristics consistent with
earthquake-prone regions such as Colombia and Mexico. The researchers categorized
the area into three geological zones (the Arunachal Himalayas, the Indo-Burmese
Mountains, and the Xilong Plateau), finding the Xilong Plateau to exhibit the highest
attenuation levels. This model provides civil engineers and urban planners with
mathematical equations for predicting future ground motion, enabling the

development of earthquake-resistant infrastructure.

2.The dropout rate among Kashmiri girls stands at 12.6%, exceeding the
national average; militarization undermines women's education.

Shangbavi, a doctoral student at University of Western Ontario, published an
article on The Conversation on June 1, 2026, highlighting the negative impact of

militarization in Jammu and Kashmir on women's education. Data from the Indian
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Parliament shows that the secondary school dropout rate among girls in Jammu and
Kashmir peaked at 12.6% in the 2023 - 24 academic year, exceeding the national
average of 9.6%; the overall secondary school dropout rate more than doubled within
two years (from 5.96% to 13.4%). The female literacy rate stands at 58%, compared
to 78% for males. The 2023 Education Status Report revealed that the dropout rate
among girls aged 14 - 16 in the region was 5.5%, more than three times higher than
that of boys (1.7%). The article notes that the seven-month internet disruption
following the abolition of Article 370 in 2019 — coinciding with the pandemic and
resulting in a "lockdown within a lockdown" — severely impaired women's
educational opportunities. Factors such as increased military presence, concerns about
sexual violence, and curfews further restricted women's freedom of movement;
female doctoral students in Canadian journals have documented how militarization,
internet disruptions, and curfews directly hindered women's academic pursuits. The
article calls for greater international attention to the disproportionate challenges faced

by Kashmiri women under militarized governance.

3.Bhutan will pilot a geolocation-based nursing tool to map care demands
and service distribution.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) announced that Bhutan
will pilot the use of the Care Georeferencing Tool
in Thimphu from June to November 2026 to help
planners identify areas with the greatest need for

care services, assess the distribution of existing

services, and pinpoint investment  gaps. By

integrating the locations of care-dependent populations (elderly individuals, young
children, people with disabilities) with those of available service providers (childcare
centers, community facilities), the tool generates digital health service maps that
highlight mismatches between demand and supply. Domestic research in Bhutan
shows that women and girls spend 2.5 times longer than men providing unpaid care,

which hinders their ability to pursue paid employment, assume leadership roles, or
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fully participate in public life. The UNDP's Governance Director described this
initiative as a critical step "to ensure care receives better understanding, recognition,
and support, enabling policies and investments to address real needs and leave no one

behind—particularly women and girls."

4.Su Jiesheng met with Bhutan's
Prime Minister Tojye and praised the
strong bilateral relations.

On June 5, 2026, Indian Foreign
Minister Sujesh Singh met with Bhutanese

Prime Minister Tsering Tojye in New Delhi.
He stated that the unique and time-tested partnership between India and Bhutan
continues to strengthen, and expressed gratitude for the Prime Minister's leadership

and guidance.
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